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Introduction

This report provides a statistical overview of the changing
status of women in American society during the 1970 decade.
Data have been compiled primarily from U.S. Government
sources: surveys, decennial censuses, vital statistics, and
administrative records. While the majority of the statistics
have been published previously in Bureau of the Census or
other governmental reports, they are assembled here to docu-
ment the patterns of demographic, social, and economic
change that have affected American women in the 1970’s.
The factors involved in these changes and their interrela-
tionships may have a pervasive influence in shaping the
future life situation of American women.

The analyses examine the recent trends (generally from
1970 to 1978) among women in the areas of population
growth and distribution, longevity, mortality, health, marital
status, living arrangements, housing characteristics, fertility,
and education. Other topics include labor force participa-
tion, work experience, occupation, industry, women-owned
businesses, income, poverty status, voting, public officehold-
ing, and crime and victimization. Attention is focused on the
socioeconomic condition of women relative to that of men.
Comparisons of Black women with White women are dis-
cussed separately, and recent data are included for women
of Spanish origin. Separate data are also presented for Ameri-
can Indian women and Asian women.

The statistics in this report update’ those presented in “A
Statistical Portrait of Women in the United States,”’ Current
Population Reports, Series P-23, No. 58, April 1976. The
earlier report contains historical data relating to women, be-
ginning in 1900 where available.




® In July 1978, the female population of the United States

was estimated to be about 112.0 million, representing
51.3 percent of the total population and outnumbering
males by 5.5 million. By the year 2000, females are pro-
jected to outnumber males by 6.7 to 7.6 million.

Among the 15 leading causes of death, women experi-
enced lower death rates than men during the 1970’s from
all causes except diabetes. In 1976, the death rate for
women from diseases of the heart—the leading cause of
death for both sexes—was only about one-half (48 per-
cent) that for men, and the death rate for women from
cancer, which ranked second, was about two-thirds (67
percent) that for men.

Recent trends in marriage and divorce have resulted in a
much greater increase of never-married and divorced
women than of those married and living with a husband.
Between 1970 and 1978, the number of women 25 to 34
years old who had not yet married rose by 111 percent,
while the number of women of this age group who were
divorced and not remarried increased by 170 percent.
Over the same period, the number of women 25 to 34
who were married and living with a husband increased by
only 17 percent.

Since 1970, there has been a greater proportional increase
in the number of women maintaining a family with no
spouse present (46 percent) than in the number of com-
parable men (27 percent). At the same time, however, the
growth in the number of nonfamily households main-
tained by men (92 percent) was about twice that of non-
family households maintained by women (43 percent).

The fertility of American women has declined during the
1970's, reaching a level even lower than the previous low
point recorded during the mid-1930’s. By 1970, women
18 to 44 years old had borne an average of 1.9 children
per woman, an average that dropped to about 1.6 children
per.woman in 1978.

The number of women 16 to 34 years old enrolled in
college has risen far more rapidly than the comparable
number of men since 1970 (57 percent compared with
16 percent). This expansion of women’s college enroll-
ment helped to raise the number of women per 100
men in college from 68 in 1970 to 92 in 1978.

Highlights

® The changing social and economic roles of women are
most evident in the increase in their labor force partici
pation. Between 1970 and 1978, the annual average labo
force participation rate for women increased from 43 pe
cent to 50 percent. Women 25 to 34 years old showed an
even greater gain, with their rates rising from 45 percent
to 62 percent in this time span.

® About 46 million women (nearly 56 percent of al! wome
16 years and over) had at least some work experience
1977, compared with approximately 61 million
(about 81 percent of all men 16 years and over).
number of female workers has grown by 20 percent sin
1970, while the number of male workers has increased
11 percent.

® Although employment of women increased during
1970’s, female workers remained concentrated in a f
major occupation groups, with over one-half of
working in clerical and service positions.

® The substantial earnings differential between women
men remained unchanged between 1970 and
Women working year round full time had median ea
of $8,620 in 1977, or 59 percent of that of comps
men ($14,630); in 1970, such women had media
ings of $8,310 (in 1977 dollars), which also was-}
cent of that of comparable men ($13,990).

e Of the 24.7 million persons below the poverty
1977, about 58 percent (14.4 million) were wom
female children. While women maintained about
cent of all families in 1977, they maintained 49"
of families below the poverty level in that year.

® |n the elections since 1968, men have been sligh
likely to vote than women, but because wome
numbered men of voting age, more votes have
by women than men. In the 1978 Congressiona
the largest difference in voting between the
found among persons 65 years old and over.

® For crimes of violence, there were about 5
every 10 men victimized in 1977; for cri ;
the ratio was about 8 to 10. Since 1970, the I3
for both women and men have increased, a~
women have risen slightly as a proportion ]
for violent crimes and property crimes.
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