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* 
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January 10, 1995 
Senator Dole...._ j 
Alec Vachon("' 
JIM SLATTERY 

Secretary Shalala announced yesterday that Jim Slattery will 
head up the Commission on Childhood Disability -- created by 
the Social Security Independence Act to examine operation of 
the children's SSI program. HHS PRESS RELEASE ATTACHED. 

As you may recall, you asked Secretary Shalala to appoint 
Dr. Wade Horn to the Commission. So far you have received 
no reply. The remaining Commission members will be 
appointed later this month. 
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(202) 690-6343 

SSA Press Off ice 
(410) 965-8904 

CKXLDKOOD DIIABlLI~Y COIDIIBSIOJI Maann> 
~ HHS secretary Donna E. Shalala today announced .that former u.s. 

Rep. Jim Slattery will chair a new Childhood Disability ColD.l1lisaion, 
which will review the assistance given to disabled children under 
the Supplemental Security Income proqrBm. 

The new commission will examine SSI policies and the needa ot 
disabled children, and report its findings and recommendations to 
Congress this year. The commission was mandated in the "Social 
Security Independence and Proqram Improvements Act,q passed by 
Congress and siqned by President Clinton last year. 

"Children with physical or developmental disabilities need the 
best and most effective response we can offer," secretary Shalala 
said. "Under Jim Slattery•s leadership, this commi~sion will take a 
serious, oDjective look at our policies, to understand better where 
we are succeeding and where we could do a better job. we need to 
look at the full range o! possible improvements and measure which 
ones could really help children with diaabilitiea most efteceively.w 

Durinq his tenure in congress, Hr. Slattery was especially inte~eated in aasistanca proqra11U1 tor poor chilc.tren And children with disabilities. RJim Slattery brings the compassion, the realism and the experience this issue demands," Shalala said. 

- More -
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In particular, the commission has authority to review eliqibility criteria and the determinations process for SS!; whether federal health Assistelnce programs should be changed to meet the needs of children with disabilities; the feasibility of providing vouchers instead of cash; whether priv•te orqanization• can be •ore closely involved in providing servicaa; whether benefits can be used more effectively to help children achieve futures of independence and employment; and the atfeots of SSI on children and their families. 

Secretary Sha1ala urqed the comaia•ian to give special consideration to the coordination of ssr with other government proqrams for these children. 
"It is .critical that the commiaaion review the intaractiona of this cash assistance proqraa with all tha other aedical, special education, and case manaqement proqraaa the government operatea. We want to ensure that services are not duplicated and that our programs are as efficient and user-friendly as possible,• she said. 
In addition to overall policy review, the commission is empowered to look at cAuses tor tbe rapid growth of the SSI children's proqram. Approximately 890,000 children receive these benefits today, up from some 290,000 in 1989. ssI apending on di8abled children i• estimated at $5 billion in FY 1995, compared with $1.3 billion in 1989. 
other coJDlllission members will be named later this month. 
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