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Chairman Chafee, Senator Breaux, Senator Jeffords, thank you for the opportunity to testify
on a critically important issue -- the health care barriers faced by people with disabilities when they
want to work. Now is the time to address these barriers head-on. We all recognize the implications
of not doing so and I commend you for holding this hearing. I gave my public support to S. 1858
when it was introduced on March 25 and I am here today to support the completion of your efforts
that began in March.

People with disabilities want to work. It is precarious, often impossible, for them to work
if they do not have access to health care. Over the years, Congress has passed many laws to benefit
individuals with disabilities. I initiated and supported most of them. I am most proud of the
Americans with Disabilities Act. Iam concerned however, about two recent Supreme Court cases -
Pennsylvania Dept. of Corrections v. Yeskey and Bragdon v. Abbot. 1 am fearful that the common-
sense accommodations for Americans with disabilities many of us championed in 1990 have been
overtaken by judicial activism which has expanded the scope of the ADA.

Addressing health care for individuals with disabilities, including my own efforts, proved
more elusive. Access to health care was a blip on the radar screen in 1990 when we passed the
ADA. Unfortunately, it has stayed that way, until S. 1858. Congress must tackle the work
disincentives in federal supports for health care to individuals with disabilities. If it does not, the
intent and promise of the ADA and other laws will continue to be undermined. If our laws mandate
civil rights and support education, training, and functional independence, but do not provide access
to health care for people with disabilities, we have not met our goals.

Many individuals with disabilities remain at home today. Last Thursday The National
Organization on Disability released a report that found only 29 percent of people with disabilities
are employed. This percentage is worlds away from the 79 percent of non-disabled employed
Americans of working age. The report also stated that 72 percent of those unemployed persons with
disabilities wanted to work. But for those in federal programs supposedly designed to help people
with disabilities get to work, less than one percent attempt it every year.

To take an example, a Kansan named John Roe received SSI benefits every month. John has
a disability that requires dialysis treatment three times a week. John has most of his medical care
coverage by Medicaid. He had received vocational training and would like to go to work full-time.
The problem is that John would loose his Medicaid eligibility from earnings of a full-time job. It
is unlikely that Mr. Roe’s earnings would be enough to replace the medical coverage under
Medicaid. John also depends on personal assistance services in his home through Medicaid. He
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could not afford the price tag on his own and John is frustrated with this because he must stay poor
and on SSI to access these critical services.

Eight years after passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act we have yet to achieve our
goals of ensuring the full participation of individuals with disabilities in their communities. Persons
with disabilities could be working if they had access to affordable health care. To access basic care,
prescription drugs or personal assistance services through Medicare or Medicaid, we say to
individuals with disabilities, “stay home, don’t work.” As a matter of public policy this is senseless
and unjust.

Through the principles in S. 1858 you have the opportunity to set the right policy and change
the message to Americans with disabilities -- “if you work, your government will provide you with
access to the health care you need until you can afford to pay for it yourself.” The power of such
a statement is unquestionable. The potential of such a law is unlimited.

I made my first statement on the senate floor on April 14, 1969. It was about individuals
with disabilities -- America’s untapped resource. You have a choice in the next few legislative days
of the 105th Congress to remove the final barrier to true independence for the individuals with
disabilities. What’s it going to be? You know where I stand and I encourage you to take the
appropriate action now.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.






