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16: . . . . . SBNATOR bOLE 
I I 11' I I ' I ! 

··F~6:M: . · .... : : AL.ec v AcH:oN <~24-s220) 
''''• I•',' 

. . I ' I I 

· " . . · ~epato~1f r~yie~ed a copy of your written testimony t~is aft.e.n;i·oo11 ~or . 
We'driesday~s he~ng before th~ Senate Fil1ance regarding .the Jeft'ords/Kerih~dy : . · ... ·. · :.: 

· bil(~.)s~ ·s .. " t~~r~ i~ d~~ impprtant factual problem With the st~t~mettt . · .Also, I · · "'.. .. · 
· '. off~r severa~ s~igg~~tjqris ab0tit the statement -- and have taken the liberfy of , · · .. 
· p~~P~rmg o~~r ~~e,sfonony for yoµ (attached). . . 

:~ ".,· :.On tli~ : 6:dtto1n of p. ·1, there .is the example with a person re<;eiyltig dialysis . 
" .: . : · (i>~e~~!!l~bly for kidney failure). The ex~mple iS factually incorr'eci'. The 

" .. 
.,. 

' 

. " 

: . : . . e~ampie)p:iplie$ that the individual will lose his major source of h~alth car~ --:- . ' . . 
. . . Med1,c;.~j.d ... .,: if h~ goes to work. In fact, as you know, Congress est~bli~hed a· . 

·. ·: .· speqia( eii'.titi~me~t t~ M~dicare in 1972 for people with. kidn.ey {aiiure .; 
;· . : : T3ecau~e · df t;his entitlern~.ttt, people with kidney failure get Medi'Care Withovt" . · · 

b~ing "eitii.~~ ·over · ~5 or disabled-- af)d can work without any loss of · 
. " " . Medi~·~~~.;::. Now, if such' an individual also received Me~icaid als.o, that Jnjght '..· 

·: .· :. b~ jeop~~ized by workirlg ~-but in any case the example is confusing .. 

. · .~ . . Xtbi~: W.~ · all Uriderstand how ilnportant health care is for P.eopl~ with : 
· ... :. : · ' 4i~abjli#¥s: .That is why ·eo11gress included a provision in la~t ye~; s · 

.. · "· ' B,~i~ced· }31idget Act (BBA) to give States a broad new optipn to allow 
.' · . · worlJP:i," p~~op~e. wi~ disabtlities to buy into Medicaid. The ot·al testini~uy 

: " · : dysqti~¢s this proVision - as well as legislation you ·successfully ch~mpioned · 
. . , )Ti .i 9~·6 'tc>'create a MediCaid buy-in. .. . . . 

" . 

»'.ow¢v~r .~ell itjtende~ the Jeffords/Kennedy bill is a confu~ing and poprly 
w#ttel;l ·~. ~ill~9 :'lS a f'wo(k ipcefitive~' bill. in fact is focused ~pecilfic~lly _on . " : ;:'. ·: ·: 
p~n;otj~l :a~endap.t services (in the home) and prescription drugs. It also has a · · .. 

I ' ' ~6 binloi1'p.ri'ce ~ag -+and dqesn't 'help that many people. ''A" for ~ffort, "D" . · · 
· ,fo( ~on~e~t. The ora~ testµnony separates these two issu~s. Also~ Ransa:s has 
.a great'p~tsonal attendru;it care system - which the oral testimony r~fer6nces . 

I I : I' ' ' 

. : · . : . · lf l qah ti¢ helpful, please l~t me know. 
't' • •• ' 

I:: I I 

I '': ' ~: 2-:0. d 
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SeoalQr Bob Do'¢ ,. . : : '· 
Statement BetQrc tbe Sena'te Finan'ce Subc~~~ittee ·on · · 

' $qclal Secur.ity ~l).Jl .FJ\~{ly Pcilicy. · ' . :·: : : · ·:. ·: · 
· July29,l998 · ' . . : '".:: 

: ' 

" I :·.I I' 

Mr. Chairman, it .is a pl~asure to be, h~r~'. thi$ today to , te~t.ify o~ · .· I' •• 

I I ' ' ' I ' I I ~ ~ ' ' ' • I 

I 'I 1 1 , 

' ,' ' I ' 

two cri~ically .impprt.ant iss~es to p~ople .Wit~.,9i.SC;tp~)~rie$ :i- w9rk 
I ' ' • ' ' ' ' ~ ~ ' ' ' ' ' I ' : I 

and health in~urapce coverage. I cornn1end you::ai~d Y~llr :· · : " 
co Ile.agues for holding this ~earing.· I kn_qw'. ·o{ no ~o~~ itnP9~atjt . ·· 
subject, not only ~e~ause of my per~o11al ··~~~'~st:>' b;ut b~¢·~use in ... 

' • •: I ' 

our great country millions of Americans. pave.a pby~j¢al or ment.al ..: 
disability. . · ... ,;.:: .. . . . 

:•:' 
'' ' 

' ' ' 

No doubt about it, people witl~ disabi1itie$ ~gpt to wo~k. .. Over ine · 
' ' I ' ' ' ':• ' ' ' 

year~ Congress has.passed tnany laws 10, ~en~fit p~~e.J.~· .~~th . 
disabilities, Ipdeed, I initi.ated or sul'Po~ed}Uan; p(t~e,#t. t ~ ·· 
1n~~t proud of the. Americans with D~sabili~~es Adt,:: ~tthciugh I do . 

I : ~ , ' ' : j I 

. have· concerns that the commonsense accommodatioris in ADA are 
I I ' I ' ' ~ ' I I • I • ' ' " 

'!I 

being upended by judicial activisn1. ·" ., 

' 

But d~spite our best.legislative effotts, fi.n4~ng . ati~f k~~p~ng a job 
I l ' ! : 1 ~ I ' ' I I I 

is still a big, big iss~e fqr n1any people w~th. cf~sa~:j~~ti~.s . . : Last 
' ' ' ' I ' ' I 

I ' ' I 

we~k, the N~~ionaJ Qrganization on Disabi)tty ~~l¢~.e~. ·~ ~ep<?rt 
' ',' ,' !. :1·: :·. 

that f9und that only 29 percent of people wi'tp di.sabil.~tie;$ , are 
I • ' ', ' I '• '~I 1 , I , , 

'•,' ' 
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:· · etnpioyed~ worlds aw~y from· the 79 percel).t of the non.:.disabJ~d . 
' ' 

' " 
: yet, a~most three-quarters o~ people with dis~bilities say they 

' ' 

' "wanted to work. 
" ' 

· · : i supp'cise I would be less concerned if.pebple were welfoff But 
' ' 

they ate. not. According to a 't992 GAO s~udy, 45 percen~ of · 
:: "families: he,aded by a person.with a disability~ and 65 p~rcent of 

' ' ' 

.· · s'ingte· p:(lfe'nts or single persons with a dis~bility; Hye. iti poverty . 

' ' ' 
. , ' That is 'desp,ite over $50 billi6n the Federal governmen~ provicjes 

' ' 

.·: ~rtuatly for' c.ash assistartce td people.with disabilities ~ ; The lesson : 
' ' ' ' ! ' ' ' ' ' ' 

· here is simple:: for peopk with disabilities~ as for ·most Americans, · · 
•:' ! 

·· Working js .essential to a decent income. We mu.st helil'peopl~ 

· ·; : jriove'o.ff the diSability chec~ and on to .a ~~rcheck. 

•· Although thete are many reasons why peopl~ with dis~bil.ities are· 
' ' ' 

not Working, at least one rea5on is that Fe:deral heal~h J)togranis 
t I I I I I I I 

. can disc.ourage · w6rking~ · Except for kidoey patients, ge,ier.ally 

every djsabled person wh~ ·qualifies for Medic~id or M~dicare 
0 I 

0 I I 

.caripot both work and continue their publiq hea1th insurance. 

' ' 

• ' ' 'In' 1986, I sponsored a Medicaiq buy~in prog~arit for t~e working 

' " ' 
,, 

I ' ' 
' ':' 
' 1• ' ' 

,' I'' 

.. ,, 
t-0"d 

disabled. that has had n1ddest success ovetthe y~ars. And I was 
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very evcouraged by a provision iQ th~ Batan·ced Budget A~t l:ast ::·:·: · · 
I I ' ' 

' I ' I ' ' • ' '. • I ' I : : ~ ' ' f \ ' ' • : • I 

i ·: 
I , I 

' ij 
I I ~ 

' 'i 
: I~ year. Section 4733 created anew .St~te option to. P~hn.itwor~~r$ .. · 

With disabilities to buy into Medicaid. IndividQ~l~ wij~ ~live ' •.• . . . ) 
incot.nes up to about $20,000 - and ~veu m9r~ i(St,at¢f di$~egMd .. · . ·. · ·,,.: . , · ·. :.~ 

spn1~ ·9r th~ir income - are abte to buy into~ cq~~~~1·~ .. fyie_4,~~~~4 :··· · .. 

: ' 
' I 

' : 

' ' ' ' ' : ' ',1 ' I I ' ' ' ' ' ~ ' ' ' ' • ' ' 

package. I strongly recommend Qlat the . Fh-,afic~ C,Qm.1~hi~·¢ ·: · · , 
I I ' 

I '1 : I 1, ' '!,''' ''""'' 1 ,'
1

1

1 
11 , 

69o~ider ways to .educate States apout this prov·isio·ti. ··:·-: ;:<::~ .. ·:.· 
: . . . ::·: .< .... :L. . 

" ' ' • ~ I ' 

II I I ~ : 
0 

•, O 

0 

~ : : ' 

' 
' ' ' ' : I I : ; ' ~ ~ I : : ' ' 

1- want to comn1e~d Senator Jeffor~s and 6thers .for...th:~# hat:4 °WPf~ 
l '1 ' ' 'I I',•: ":1 ::J I' ,' •' ' :.• 

on S. 1858. We ne~d the best creative th~~.ing, 9.~J~.9~ ~Q ~WP.rove 

health ~nsurance coverage for peopl~ wit~ dis~b~llti'.~~: .: 'J(i~ : ri6t .· 
har.d for most people to understand why people with dis'~b,,iliti~.s : .. :: 

; 1 
' o' ' , , • '' I : I , ' I I 1' •: 

1 

~ : 

1

1 I I : ~ : ' 

0 

1 
, : ' 

have·trquble getting health insurance .. w or why it ~$;: sq}mpo~t~f J 
wpuld .caution, however, that S. 1858 see~ns to t:rY :.~~ -49 iwo. ,:. :.: .. · 

I I :• 10 o,'' I I 
0 

·things: first, delink work and Meqic~id, ·&11d S¥qo9d~ iwp~~y~ · · 
:specific servl.c~s· :like persona1 attendant. care an? Pi~~~ri~tioP: .· ... .: 
~rµgs': ·I think you may have m~re succe$s if you. Jo¢\i~_·p~ ~·~c~ ·. 

I • I 
I ! , : ~ 1 1 I I " I 

~epar~tely. And ·~Iso let me recomn1end the perso~~d ~tt·end~nt . : .. 
1 

' 

1 , ~ 
1 1 pi 11 : 'i : 1 °1 : 

1 ~ 1 : I I 

·tare pt;ogr~tn in Rai1sas -whic;h l think i~ genetaJiY, . ~Y.~~h~~~dg¢g 
: ~ ' : : ' ' : ' '. ~ ' ' ' ' i' . ~ ' 

' ' ' 

as a model for the ~ation. , 
' 

,.,':• 111 ,• 

\I I ' 

Mi:~ Chaitfnan, the poet Archibald MacLeish onc~ . wiote~>1Atti~r~ca 
' 1 I 1 1~~~~• 1,, 11 ~:I 1 

' ;:. •' •' '•' 
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was always promises." But An1e~~ca.'s bigg~~t prorui~~· ..... ajqq . ~ ... is :.· .. : .. 
' ' ' ' I 

too often an empty promise to the disab,e9, ·- Wb~t's iJ going to b~? ·. · · 
·you . know ~here I s~and and I ~ncourag~ ,y9u' t~ Jake: ~pptopr~a,t~· ; : : .. 

I' ' ' ' : 

action now. 
',, ' 

Thai:ik you, Mr. Cb~irman. 

' .: 

. ' 
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