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Senate 
Mr. boLE. Mr. President, I rise in 

support of H.R. 2127, the RehabWta-
tlon Act Amendments of 1991. The 
bill, which extends the expiring pro-
gram authorities of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 for 1 year, also amends the 
Early Intervention Services Program 
authorized under part H of the Indi-
viduals With DlsabWties Education 
Act CIDEAJ. 

ventoo children with disabilities frc!Jl 
enjoying the social and academic bene-
fits of publl~ education. In 1975, 
against tha background of exclusion. 
Congress established a framework or 
services and programs to ensure chil-
dren with disabilities, ages 3 to 21, an 
enforceable right to a tree appropriate 
public education. 

Since the enactment of IDEA, Con-
gress has come to recognize the impor-

nm 1n3 URABILITATIOR ACT tant of providing early intervention 
Congress has long recognized the im- services for Infants and toddlers with 

portance of providing programs. and disabilities. Statistical and anecdotal 
services that enable people with d.18- e\idence w1derscores the need for 
abilities to enjoy lives of dignity and services and programs designed to help 
productivity. Under the Rehabilitation these special children prepare for 
Act of 1973, a network of programs . learning. While access to a free appro-
and services has been established ~· priate public education ls critical to 
assist Americana with disabilities to the development of all children. it is 
prepare for employment and to dev"l- essential to prime those with special 
op lndependeut llvina skills. In order developmental needs for the rigors of 
to achieve the Inclusion c.f people with the cla~sroom. 

disabilities into the work force and the In 1936, Congre~ created an option-
communlty, the act providea f~ for al State grant program to assist in the 
several broad provam ca.teeoriea, In- establishment of statewide systems for 
cludlna Individual services, research early intervention services. This early 
programs, personnel training. and intervention progra...~, known as pa.rt 
demonstration project.a. H, ts targeted to children from birth 

The centerpiece of the act ls the through 2 years of age who are devel-
Federa.1-state Vocational Reha.bWf.a. opmentally delayed. Infants and tod-
tlon Program, which provides Federal dlers "at-risk" of substanti&l develop-
rrants to States to help locate and mentP.l delay, or children with physt-
obtaln Jobs for people with physical cal or mental conditions that will 
and mental disabWtles. Some of the probably result in substantial delay. 
other Important prOIJ'&lns and tnatttu- Although part H focuses on the needs 
ttons e11gtble for the 1-year extension of inf ants and toddlers, It also recog-
tnclude the wpported employment nizes the needs end ir.apcrtance of the 
services for lncttvkluala wttb Severe family. 
Handicaps Program. rehabllltatton Mr. President, this bill amends the 
tralninr aranta, comprehensive aen- Early Inten'ention Services Program. 
ices for Independent Uvh!& centera for It creates a mechanism, known as dif-
lndependent living, the project.a with ferenti&l pa.rtlcipation, to enable the 
Industry program. the National Instl- CODtJnued partlclpation In part H of 
tute on Disability and Rehabilitation States having difficult7 aaoenng to 
Research. and the special demonstra- the program'a orie1n&1 6-rear time 
tlon projects.. line. The new fundtng meebantan Is 

IKDIVIDUALB WITH •ISAaD.ITID l:DVCAnOW very simple, and all State. are ao&ns to 
Acr benefit from th.ls impro¥ement. 

The Individuals With Disabilities The dlfferentl&l partlelpatJon provt-
Education Act CIDEAJ, fonnerb' the &ion provides rewards for those States 
FAucatJon of the Handicapped Act submitting applications on time, and 
CERA], is an integral part of our Na- allows others eq>erienclng fiscal hard-. 
Uon's effort to ensure that children shJp to become eligible for two, 1-year 
with disabilities have the opportunit,. extensions. All State& panted exten-
to reach their fullest potential. Sadly• aiona by the Secreta.rJ are allowed to 
tor many y~. our Nation legally pre- remain in the program. with f\.Uldtna 



-----

fro:zen at current levels of support. 
Then, the portion of the appropria-
tions not distributed to the extension 
States is to be reallocated to the on-
line States. Any remalnlng grant 
money is to be re-allocated t.o those 
extension States with programs in 
place, demonstrating compliance with 
fourth-year ?"P,Quirements. 

I am proud t~1at Kansas was among 
the first States to successfully apply 
for a fourth-year grant under the part 
H progr&m. The Kansas Department 
of Health anj Environment, the 
Kansas lnteragency Coordinating 
Council. and service providers across 
the State. such ~ the Early Childhood 
Development Center In Hays and the 
McPherson County Special Education 
Cooperatl\·e, deserve tremendous 
credit for their hard work nnd dedicat-
ed e!!ort.s un behall of the youngest, 
most vu.lr.erable Kstns:Ar.s. 

Mr. Prt:sident, I ask my colleagues to 
support the Rehabilitation Act 
Amendmt:nts of 1991. As a nation, we 
must ensure tln.t children ~ith disabil-
ities ha.r;e equal access to a free educa-
tion, and the corre:>ponding opportuni-
ties to develop into independent and 
productive mcLbers of our Nation's 
communities. 




