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(Senator) 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator: 

DRAFT 

November 14, 1991 

H0.352 

We are pleased to announcti the Senate will begin realtime closed captioning of its 
proceedings on Monday, November 18. Realtime closed captioning is the electronic 
subtitling of the audio portion of thA TV broadcast of Chamber proceedings. Those with 
hearing impairments will be e.ble to read Senators' remarks aa t hey are speaking. 

Senate Resolution 13, 10lst Congress, 1st Session, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (P.L. 101-336) require the Renate to mAke its proceedings available to the 
hearing impaired by Janua.ry, 1992 The Secretary· of the Senatlo's Office of Captioning 
Services captions the Senate from a speciallv~designed ront,.ol room in the basement of the 
Capitol Building. Senators interested in visiting the control room should call the Secretary 
or simply atop by ST-54. 

Both channel 8 and C-SPAN n vdll carry the taption~, hut A decoder is required to 
make the captions visible on y uur TV Aet. Decoders can bA obtAined from the Sergeant at 
Arms. 

While captioning te~hnology wl1.R dP.veloped to hPlp the dP.Af, othE'r$ are benefitting. 
Decoders are being purchased by the elderly with marginal hearinp, loss who regularly use 
them to enhance their TV viewing. Those for whom English is R second language use 
captions as a learning aid. 

I know you will join me jn welcominp: our new viewers. 

Sincert:ly, 

Bob Dole George J. Mitchell 
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