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MR. PRESIDENT, ONE YEAR AGO CONGRESS JOINED WITH 

PRESIDENT BUSH TO ENACT THE LANDMARK AMERICANS WITH 

DISABILITIES ACT, A SWEEPING REFORM PACKAGE THAT 

GUARANTEES PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES ACCESS TO THE 

MAINSTREAM OF AMERICAN SOCIETY. 

TODAY, I AM PLEASED TO JOIN WITH MY COLLEAGUES IN 

CELEBRATING ANOTHER BREAKTHROUGH FOR AMERICANS 

WITH DISABILITIES -- CLOSED CAPTIONING OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE. 

BEGINNING TODAY, A SIGNIFICANT, BUT FOR-TOO-LONG 

FORGOTTEN SEGMENT OF AMERICAN SOCIETY WILL NOW HAVE 

THE IMMEDIATE CAPABILITY TO FOLLOW ACTION IN WHAT 

HISTORIANS CALL 11THE WORLD'S GREATEST DELIBERATIVE 

BODY. 11 
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HARD TO BELIEVE NOW, BUT AS RECENTLY AS 1984, 

TELEVISION AND RADIO COVERAGE SENATE ACTION DID NOT 

EXIST. WITH THE ADVENT OF GAVEL-TO-GAVEL SENATE 

TELEVISION COVERAGE, VAST NUMBERS OF AMERICANS HAVE 

KEPT WATCH ON THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS. TODAY, WE HAVE 

TAKEN THE NEXT LOGICAL STEP -- BY BEGINNING CLOSED 

CAPTIONING, THIS BODY'S PROCEEDINGS WILL BE AVAILABLE, 
I 

WITH THE USE OF A CLOSED CAPTIONING DECODER, TO THE 

MORE THAN 23 MILLION AMERICANS WHO ARE HEARING 

IMPAIRED, INCLUDING THE TWO MILLION AMERICANS WHO ARE 

PROFOUNDLY DEAF. 

MR. PRESIDENT, CLOSED CAPTIONING ALSO BRINGS 

ADDITIONAL ADVANTAGES -- IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS 

INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGY WILL ALSO OPEN NEW DOORS FOR 

THOSE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES, AND THOSE USING 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE. 

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT CAPTIONING IMPROVES THE 

VOCABULARY AND COMPREHENSION OF REMEDIAL READERS. 

ADDITIONALLY, THOSE WORKING WITH ILLITERATE ADULTS 

HAVE FOUND THAT CAPTIONING IS EFFECTIVE IN MOTIVATING 

2 



ADULTS TO LEARN READING SKILLS. 

MR. PRESIDENT, I AM PROUD TO HAVE SPONSORED BOTH 

THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT AND SENATE 

RESOLUTION 13, WHICH CALLED FOR CLOSED CAPTIONING OF 

SENATE PROCEEDINGS. I KNOW ALL MY COLLEAGUES JOIN ME 

AND SENATOR MITCHELL TODAY IN RECOGNIZING THIS 

MILESTONE, WHICH REMOVES ANOTHER BARRIER TO 

FULFILLING THE PROMISE OF THE ADA. 

BY OPENING THIS IMPORTANT WINDOW ON OUR 

DEMOCRATIC PROCESS, WE ARE TAKING ACTION TO ENSURE 

THAT THE "WORLD'S GREATEST DELIBERATIVE BODY" IS ALSO 

THE WORLD'S MOST ACCESSIBLE LEGISLATIVE BODY. 

#### 
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