
Memorandum 

Date: 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

May 6, 1993 

Senator Dole 

Alec Vachon µJ. 
Invitation from ADAPT 

You have received an invitation to attend a memorial service 
for Rev. Wade Blank, to be held at the West Front of the Capitol 
on Sunday, May 9th, at 12:30 p.m. (attached). Wade was a widely 
respected and charismatic disability advocate, and co-founder of 
a disability rights group, named "ADAPT." He died tragically in 
a swimming accident -- trying to save his son caught in an under-
tow (the boy also died). The memorial service will kick off a 
march to the White House demanding personal assistance services 
(PAS) . 

ADAPT was founded in the mid 1970s to promote accessible 
transportation for people with disabilities, but in recent years 
has focused on PAS. ADAPT tactics often center on boisterous 
demonstrations and civil disobedience. The attached newspaper 
article provides further background on Rev. Blank and ADAPT. 

Regarding Sunday's event, I recommend that this matter be 
handled in a low-key manner: that the attached condolence note 
be sent directly to Rev. Blank's wife, Mrs. Molly Blank. In that 
case, I will endeavor to attend the service and report back. 

Options: 

Send condolence note to Mrs. Blank. 

Will attend Memorial Service. 

No action at all. 

cc: D. Stanley 



Bos DOLE 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

May 10, 1993 

Dear Mrs. Blank, 

I regret I was unable to attend the 
memorial service for your husband on May 9th 
at the Capitol, but I wanted you to know that 
you and your family were in my thoughts. I 
was shocked by the deaths of Wade and your 
son, but the courage that Wade displayed was 
so very typical of him. 

Wade was an inspiring advocate for the 
independence of people with disabilities. He 
will be sorely missed, and we will try to 
c~rry on his good work. 

Mrs. Molly Blank 
1123 Adams Street 

Sincerely, 

Denver, Colorado 80206 



v-~' ··-a 
ADAPT 
FREE OUR PEOPLE 

norable Robert Dole 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-1601 

Dear Senator Dole: 

March 11, 1993 

I 

ADAPT, American Disabled for Attendant Programs Today is a grassroots disability rights organization actively working to change the long term services system in the United States. 
The U.S. currently warehouses over 1.6 million people in nursing homes and other large institutions because of their age and/or disability. We spend approximately 6 times as much money to fund this system as we do to keep people in their own homes. This has occurred because of the greed of the nursing home lobby, the American Health Care Association. 
The time for a change in this system is now! 

We demand a National Attendant Services Program funded by redirecting 25% of the Medicaid m6ney that now goes to nursing homes. 

ADAPT will be in Washington, DC in early May to send a message to the new administration that people with 
disabilities will no longer tolerate being incarcerated in nursing homes and other large institutions. 

We invite you to join us at noon on May 9, 199l at the Lincoln Memorial to remember the founder of ADAPT, Reverend Wade Blank who recently drown trying to save his eight year old son Lincoln. 

This gathering will celebrate the accomplishments of a civil rights leader who not only paved the way for the passage of the Americans with Disabilities Act but who empowered people to leave institutions and to fight for their civil rights as people with disabilities. 

Your attendance will show your commitment to the· struggle of people with disabilities to break the chains t~~t keep us locked away in institutions. 

We wait for your timely response. 

For An Institution Free America, 

f.t-.U;"1ih~ 
Organizer 

12 Broadway • Denver, Colorado 80203 • 303 733 9324 
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D.C. ADAPT ACTION 
(American Disabled for Attendant Programs Today) 

May 9-11, 1993 
ADAPT believes all people have the civil right lo be free from institutionalization. 

Curren~ policies favor insLtutions and nursing homes over In-home attendant services. 

ADAPT DEMANDS 
A NATIONAL ATI~NDANT SERVICES PROGRAM! 

ADAPT's style is "ta.kin' it to the streetC\"! We confront. in voc:al and dramatic ways, the 

powers that control nursing homes. We demand FREEDOM FOR OUR PEOPLE. usin& 

hoth legal protests and civil disobedience to make our point. 

nm ...... CBIB . .. ·o-p- · ~ .. ~.. ... . y 
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Tf heing old and disabled isn't a crime, 

why are more than three million of us locked up? 

The den1onstrations will begin with ... 

A Tribute to ADAPT Founder Wade Blank_, -(1940-1993), 
and March to the White House 

May 9, 1993 at 12.·30 p.m. 
West steps. of the U.S. Capitol 

Call (303) 733-9324 or Jim Dickson (202) 832-6564 




