Memorandum

Date: March 12, 1993
To: Dan Stanley

From: Alec Vachon

Re: Rainbows United, Inc.

I spoke with Judy Brown in Topeka regarding the invitation
for the Senator to speak on March 19 in Wichita in a video for
Rainbows United, Inc. She referred me to Cathy Yager in Wichita,
who indicated that this program was well known to the Senator,
and that he would recognize its name.

Briefly, Rainbows United is a pre-school for children with
severe disabilities from impoverished backgrounds. It was
founded in 1973 by Linda Wier-Enegren (resume attached). The
purpose of the program is to give these children a "head start,"
including training in basic self-care skills. In principle, this
type of program is extremely important for children with dis-
abilities; for example, too often they fall behind very early in
their academic careers and are never able to catch up. This is
especially true for children with disabilities who also have a
second "dose" of disadvantage, such as poverty.

Cathy indicated that this program is highly regarded local-
ly, and that last Fall the Senator’s Wichita Office prepared and
presented this organization with a "Gold Seal" letter recognizing
its efforts on its 20th anniversary.

The purpose of the video is apparently promotional; a copy
of the draft script for the video is also attached which includes
suggested remarks for the Senator. The video script appears non-
controversial, but if the Senator decides to accept this invita-
tion, I recommend that his remarks be rewritten (and of course am
prepared to do that).

In the future, if we have a serious concern about a non-
profit organization, we can request from the IRS a copy of that
nonprofit’s annual IRS Form 990 "Return of Organization Exempt
from Income Tax," which would provide detailed information about
its finances, accomplishments, and officers (including their com-
pensation). This form is publicly available, and a member re-
quest to the IRS usually takes about 8 weeks to fill (but can be
expedited).

If I can be helpful in rewriting the Senator’s script or
otherwise, please let me know.



Linda Weir-Enegren November 14, 1991
10725 wW. Central :
Wichita, Kénsas 67212
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ounded Rainbows United, a pre-school for severely bandicapped"
preschoolers as an alternative to institutionalization. This
was prior to the passage of public law 94-142 which gives all
¢hildren the right to publie¢ education. The program began in

a8 church basement with five students and an all volunteer staff,
Today, Rainbows United is a United Way Agency with professional
etaff, serving nearly 200 children at two centers and with
in-homeé services.

Over its 20 year-history, it has sevrved nearly 2000 children;
directly attecting the quality of their lives and the lives of
thedir inmediate families. Thus, it is estimated that Rainbows
United has impacted directly on the quality of the lives of more
than 12,000 people in Eedgwick County.

During ite firgt six years, gave over 1000 community presentations
On retardation to help prepare the community to accept these
children, DProduced two £ilms and numerous pamphlets to agsist

in community education.

1981 Founded Roots and Wings and the CASA (Court Appointed Special
Advocacy) Program in Sedgwick County. fThe objective of Roots
and Wings i& to sponsor programs which assure foster children of
permanent, loving homes, eithar by helping stabilize their families
Or asgisting them toward adoption through the ¢ourt system.

Roots and Wings is now a United Way Agency which serves more than
150 children a year.

1378 With spouse, founded LS Industries, a manufacturer of blasting and
: degreasing equipment. " Company is stabla, proefitable and provides
employment to 30 Kangane, ,

1288 Founded "Pathways", & supportive, curriculum driven program for
children who are spending theiy developmenta) years growing up in
an alcoholic or drug-abupive homas. "Pathways", which receives
United Way funding, served 200 ehildren last véar gnd is centered
at the Mental Health Association, ]

1974 to Present

Mother to gseven children, including two natural children, four
adoptive children, Lhree of whom are handicapped or who have
Special needs and one special-needs toster Ehild,
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DRAFT FOR RUI VIDEO SCRIFT

RAINBOWS UNITED ~ A PROMISH OF HOPR -~ FOR CHILDREN, FOR PAMILIES,
FOR THE COMMUNITY.

RAINBOWS HAS A TWENTY YRAR HISTORY OF IDENTIFYING UNMET NREDS AMONG

CHILDREN WITHE DISARTLYTIES IN THE WICBITA COMNUNITY AND RESPONDING

TO THOSBE WERDS.

BACK IN THE RARLY 70°'S, PARENTS OF CHILDREN WITH NULTIPLE AND
SEVERE DISABILITIRS HAD NOWHERE TO TURM FOR RELIRY FRON THE TWENTY-
mmnmvmnnmsormmcmm-ummmmn
HELP IN TEACHING THEIR CHILD THE BASIC SEBLF-CARE sxitta 8o
NECESSARY IN GAINING SOME DEUREE OF INDEPENDENCE AS AN ADULT.

NOWHERE, THAT I8, UNTIL LINDA WEIR-ENEGREN CAME ALONG AND, WITH A

STAPF OF VOLUNTEERS, PROVIDED A "PRUMISE OP HOPE" TO THRER
PAMNILIES,
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LINDA (TR NEED SHE GAW - WHAT PROWFTED HMER TO BSTART A
DEVELOPMENTAL, CENTER =~ THE COMMUNITY SUPPORT 8HN RECBIVED -« THRE
DIFFEREMCE THOSE SERVICES MADR IN THR LIVER OF PARENTA AND THEIR
CHRILDREN - ,/THE GROWING RECOGNITION THAT THR COMMUNITY HAS A

SOCIETY'S RECOUNTTION THAT ALL CHILDREN HAVE A RIGHT TO AN
EDUCATION CAME IN THE FORMN OF LANDMARK LEGISLATION THAT WAS PASSED
IN THE NID~70’8. PUBLIC LAW 99-142, NOW ENOWN A8 THE INDIVIDUALS
WITH DISABILITIRS EDUCATION ACT, HAKDATED EDUCATIONAL GRRVICES FOR
ALL CHILOREN OF BCHOOL AGR, REGARDLESS OFf THEIR HANDICAPPING
CONDITION. AS BCHOOLS ASBUMED RESPONSIBILITY VYOR FROVIDING
APPROPRIATE EDUCATIONAL PROGRANS FOR CHILDREN AGES PIVE AND OLDER,
RAINBOWS BEGAN APECIALIZIRG IN BARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES FOR
INFANTS, TODDLERS AND YOUNG CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES. RESRARCH
DRSIGNED TO MBASURE THE EFFECTS OF EARLY INTERVENTION HAS SHOWN
THAT INVOLVING THE FAMILY AMD CHILD IN SERVICES AS SOON AS A
DISABILITY IB SUSPRCIRD HAS A POSITIVE AWD 1ONG-LASTING YMPACT.
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SENATOR DOLB w ~ OBSERVATION OF SOCIETAL CHANGES
IN ATTITUDES TOMARD THOSE WITR DISABILITIES OVER TIMNE - NOT ONLY
EDUCATION LAWS - BUT OTHER LEGISLATION AS WELL, PURPOSE OF WHICH
18 TO ASSURE THAT INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES WILL WOT DR
DISCRIMINATED AGAINST IN EMPLOYNENY -~ THAT THEY WILL NOT BE DENIED
EXPERLIENCES THAT OTHERS ENJOY BECAUSE OF PEYSTCAL BARRIRRS THAT BAR
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FROM ¢ RAINBOWS UNITED PHONE NO. : 6837177
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THEIR ENTRY TO SUCH THINCS AS REATING ESTABLISHNENTS PORTYT
EVERTS, THEATRES, AND S0 ON. - CENTERE SUCH AS Rul Am:' !’glPARI:g
CHILDREN TO LIVE AS FULL PARTICIPANTS IN SOCIETY, BY HELPING THEM
BUILD URON THEIR STRENGTHS AND BECOME AS INDEPENDENT AND
RESOURCEFUL A8 THEY CAN BE IN GETTING THEIR NEEDS NET.

YOU KNOW, LEGISLATORS ARE ALWAYS FACED WITH MORE REQUESTS FOR
FUNDINRG TRAN GOVERNMENT CAN POSSIBLY FILL. ONE OF THE TOUGH
QUESTIONS THAT NUST BX ASKED IN THAT DECISION MHAKING PROCKSS IS
WHETHER THE RESULTS ACHIEVED BY THE PROPOSED PFUNDING WILL BR COST
EFFECTIVE. IN THE CASE OF EARLY INTERVENTION, THR ANSWER IS8 A
RESOUNDING YE. CHILDREN HELPED THROUGH RARLY INTERVENTION ARE
LESS LIKELY TO DROEF OUT OF BCHOOL, ARE LESS LIKELY TO NEED
INTENSIVE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES DURING THE COURSE OF THEIR
SCHOOL CARERER, ARE MORE LIRELY TO THINK WELL OF THENSELVES THAN
CHILOREN WITH DISABILITIES WHO DO NOT RECEIVE SUCH BERVICRS AT A
YOUNC AGR. RARLY INTERVENTION SERVICES ARE A SOUND INVESTHENT IN
THE FUTURE OF OUR NATION. DURING MY BRIEF VISIT TO RAINBOWS, I HAD
AN OPPORTUNITY 1O REVIEW THE AGENCY'’S BUDGET AND NOTE THR MULTIPLR
REVENUR SOURCES., IN DOING SO, IT WAS REASSURING TO OBSKERVE THA
LEVEL OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT THIS AGENCY RECERIVES. JIT8 OBVIOUS THAT
WICHITA CITIZENS ARR WILLING TO INVEST IN THK FUTURE BY SUPPORTING
THE PROGRAME AND SERVICES AT RAIRDOWS UNITED.
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FROM ITS BARLY BRECINNINGS WITH A STAFF OF VOLUNTEERS, RATNBOWS HAS
BECONE A PRIMARY PROVIDER OF SERVICES TO YOUNG CGHILDREN WiTH
DISABILITIES IN OUR COMNUNITY. AN ANNUAL BUDGET OF OVER THREE
HILLION DOLLARS SUT'PORTS SERVICES TO APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED
CHILDREN AND THRIR FAMYLIES. BETWEEN FIFTEEN AND TWENTY FUNDING
SOURCGES PROVIDE THE NEREDED REVENUR FOR PROGRAM OPERATIONS, THESE
THCLUDE BUCH DIVERSR SOURCES AS WICHITA GREYHOUND CHARLTIES, COUNTY
HILL LEVY FUKDS, PRIVATE CONTRIBUTIONS, THE KANSAS DEPARTNENT OF
HEALYTH AND RENVIRONMENT, CHILD CARHE DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS,
FPEDRRAL AND STATR EDUCATION DOLLARS, THE KANSAS HEALTH FOUNDATION,
AND THE UNITED WAY.
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PAT HANRAHAN ~ (BTATES POSITION AND INVOLVEMENT WITH UNITED WAY
AND THE OPPORM/NITY HER HAS HAD TO OBSERVE THE WAys IN WHIOH
RAINBOWS HAS RESPONDED TO IDENTIFIED COMMUNITY NWEEDS THROUGH THE
YRARS) —~ HOMR BASED SERVICES WHEN STAPF RECOGNIZED THAT THE FAMILY
HOME IS8 THE MOST NATURAL AND EWABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR MANY INPANTS
AND TODDLENS AND THAT PANILIES PREFERRED THIS BERVICE DELIVERY
MODRL TO THERAPY APPOINTMENTS AT A REHAB FACILITY. ~ TRANSPORTATION
SRRVICES - WHEN IT HECANE APPARENT THAT MANY CHILOREN COULD NOT
OTHERWISE PARTICIPATE IN CENTER BAARD SERVICES DUE TO SCHEDULING
CONPLIOTS OF THE PAMItY, UNRBLTARLE OR NONRKISTENT PRIVATE
TRANSPORTATION, YOUNGER CHILDREN IN THE HONE, RTC. - RBAPITH aARE
SERVICES, ADDRD RBCRNTLY -~ TO GIVE FAMILIES NEEDRED TIKE FOR CTHER
rmmmmmmmmmsmmvmmzuammnm
THAT BO MANY OF U8 TAKE FOR GRANTED -
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HAVE ALSO OBSERVED THR EXTRWT TO WHICH RAINBOWS WORKS
ITY AGENCTES TO FILL sERvVICR GAPS - T KNOW OF mxw@am
::guxm CHILDREN / B‘l'ggn WHO ATTEND RARLY INTERVENTION SRASIONS AT

CLAS
ADOPTION OF THE HEARING IMPAIRED SPECIALTY PROGRAN POR INFANTS aND
TODDLERS, PORMERLY PROVIDED THROUQH THR WICHITA pusLic S8CROOLS -
OF THR MANY COLLEGE STUDENTE WO RECEIVE TRAINING IN CHOSEN
SPECTIALTY AREA BECAUSE oF RELATIONBHIPS RAINBONS MAS RSTABLISHED
WITH COLLEGES aND UNIVERSITIRS THROUGHQUT X STATE, AND OF TH

LRAGUE, THR HERALTH DEPARTMENT AND THE WOMEN’S RECOVERY CENTRR TOo
D!LIVHR! INTENSIVE SUPPORT SEKRVICES T0 CAREGIVERS OF SUBSTANCE
EXPOSED INFANTS AND TODDLERS ,

AND, X HMAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO WORR WITH RAINBOWSE BTANP ON
VARIOUS COMMITTERS AND TASK )‘OROES. AND HAVE OBSERVED THRIR
STEADFAST COMMITMENT TOWARD ‘THE DEVELOPMNENT OF A SERVICE

THAT CAN BE ACCRSSED BY ALL FAMILIES OF Youna CHILDREN WITH
DISABILITIES IS UNWAVERING,

AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED WAY OF THE PLAINS, I AN PROUD
OF THE COMMUNITY AND TTS COMNITMENT TO BRTTRRING THE LIVES OF 178
CITIZENS THROUGH 1s FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF PROGRANS AND SERVICRS
PROVIDED THROUGH AGENCIRS SUCH AS RAINBOWS UNTTED.
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NETWORKING - COLLABORATION - COOPERATION ~ THESE ARE TERNS THAT ARR
BRCONING HOUBBHOLD WORDS AMONG THOSE IN BOTH THE PROFIT AND NON~-
PROFIT SECTORS OF OUR CONMUNITY. OUR WORLD HAS SHRUNK WITHIN THE
PABT TWENTY VYEARS - TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES HAVE HADE vs

HUMAN SHRVIGRS ORGANIZATIONS ARE BECOMING COGNIZANT OF EFFECTIVE
MANAGHEMENT PRACTICES LONG RECOGNIZED IN THE BUSINESS COMNUNITY.
CREATION OF INTRRAGENCY BODIES SUCH AS THE KANSAS CORPORATION FOR
CHANGE AND ITS BLURPRINT POR RANEAS CHILDREN, AND THE SEDGWICK
COUNTY FAMILY AND YOU'TH COMMISSION EXEMPLIFY THE NEED FOR BRRVICE
PROVIDERS TO WORK MOT IN ISOLATION, BUT IN TANDEM WITH ONB ANOTHER
TO PROVIDE SERVICES WHICH ARR NONDUPLICATIVR, COST BPFICIENT, AND
REFLECTIVE OF NEEDS IDENTIFIRD BY FAMILIES IN KANSAS AND S8EDGWICK
COUNTY
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FROM : RAINBOWS UNITED PHONE NO. @ 6837177

MALE RITCHIE OR DICK CHANCE, TALKING AS A SUCCESSPUL BUSINESSMAN -

OBBERVATIONS OF THE PRACTICES THAT HAVE HENABLED THEN TO CoMP
SUCCEQSFULLY YN TODAY’S BUSINRSS CLIMATE - APPLICATIONS OF Tﬂgg:

PFRACTICRS TO RUI AND WHAT THEY HAVE OBSERVED OF TH® AGRNCY THROUGH

IDENTIFYING NERDS AMONG THE CONSUMERS

LIATENING TO THE CONSUNMER

DESIGNING BERVICES THAT ARE RESPONSIVE TO THOSE NEEDS

WILLINGNRSS T0 RISK

INPORTANCE OF STAYING ABREAST OF HAPPENINGS AT NAT'L, S8TATE AND
LOCAL LEVEBLS

ACTIVR PARTICIPATION IN THE LIFR OF THR COMMUNITY

MEVER BRING BATISPIRD WITH THE STATUS Quo

ALWAYS AUKING "HOW CAN WR INPROVE - HOW CAN WE DO BRTTER?*

FRELING A SRNSE OF RESPONSIBILITY NOT ONLY TO THE CONBUNHER
BUT TO THOHR WHO PLACE THRTR TRUST YN THR AGENOY’S AATLYTY
TO PROVIDR QUALITY SERVICES T THOSE WITH SPECIAL NERDS
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IT COMRS AS NO BURPRISE T0O HRAR THAT "PINES HAVE CHANGRD® AND 'THAT
THE OZBIR AND HARRINI' PAMILY OF YESTERDAY I8 A RARITY IN TODAY’S
WORLD. DIVORCE RATES HAVE INCREASHED, IT TARES WO BREADWINNARS
INSTRAD OF ONR TO ENJOY THE STANDARD OF LIVING REBALIZAD BY OUR
PARENTS8, JOB BRCURITY IS THREATENRD BY COMPANY BUY-QUTHS AND DOWN-
81SING, GRANDPARENTS ARS LRSS LIKELY TO LIVE IN THE SAME CONMUNITY
A8 THBIR GRANDCHILDREN, AND 80 ON AND 80 ON. ALL OF THESHE CHANGES
HAVE HAD AN IMPACT ON THE SUPPORT SERVICES REQUIRED BY FPANTLIES AS
THEY ATTENPT TO NURTURE AND CARE FOR 'MIRIR OFPFSPRING .,

?{a OTHER CHANGES HAVE DIRECTLY APPNCTED THOSE WITH DISABILITIRS -

ADVANCES 1IN TECHNOLOGY HAVE IMPROVED THR LIVES OF THOSR WITH
PHYSICAL DISABILITIRS BY ENABLING THEM TO BECONE MORR INDEPENDENT,
AND HAS RESULTED IN SAVING THR LIVES OF MANY WHO WOULD NOT HAVE
LIVED WITHOUY THE BENEFIT OF MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY.

SOCIETAL ATTITUDES HAVE CHANGED AS WELL.. NO LONGER ARE PARENTS
EXPECTED TO KERF THRIR CHILD WITH A DISABILYITY OUY OF SIGHT oR
PLACE HIM IN A STATE INSTITUTION. AS A WATION, WH NOW BMBRACE A
PHILOSOPIY WRICH APFIRMS THAT RVERYONM HAS A RIGHT 70 DEVELOD THETR
FULL POTENTIAL AND RECOGNIZE OUR RESPONSIBILITY IN AHSURING THAT
SERVICES ARE IN PLACR TO FOSTER THE DEVELOMKENT OF ALI PRRSONS AND
TO SUPPORT FANILIES IN THEIR CHILD REARYING ROLK,

FANILY NEMBER(S8) WITH CHILD

TALRING ABOUT INITIAL RBACTION TO LBARNING THMIR CHILD HAD P
DISARILITY - WHAT THEY WERT THROUGH, INCLIUDING TRE POINT AT WHICH
THEY WERE TOLD THAT RARLY INTERVENTION SERVICRS WERR AVAILABLE

HOW THEY GOT TO RAINBOWS
HOM YORG THEY HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE PROGRAM — WHAT A DIFFERENCE
IT WADR TO RERALIZE THRY WERE NOT ALONE - THAT OTHANRSA WWWR THRDE mn
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HELF THEN HELP THEIR CHILD ~ HOW THEY REBACTED T0O HBARING OTHERS
POINT OUT THEIR CHILD’S POSITIVE CHARACTERISTIOS AND GET EXCITED
ALONG WITH THENM ABOUT THR MSMALL" ACHIRVEMENTS THAT REPRESENTED
SUCH MILBATONRS IN THEIR CHILD’S LIFR

THEIR PERSONAL SITUATION = WORKING PARENTS? - FANILY SUPPORT?
IN WHAT WAYS HAS RUI HELPED TO FILL THE GAPS SO THAT THEY COULD
RCARRY OMW WITH THEIR LIVES (PARENTING OF OTHER CHILDREN?) :

(THIS SKCTION HAS TO BE BUILD AROUND THE INDIVIDUAL CIRCONSTANCES
OF THAT PARTICULAR PANTLY)

RAINBONS UNITED - A PRONXSE OF HOPE - FOR CHILDREN, POR FANILIES,
POR 1HA COMMUNITY.
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